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 Crime against women is an evil that has been persisting in India since centuries. 
Women being the easy targets in a patriarchal society like ours, have been at the 
receiving end of various kinds of violence at different places in different situations, time 
and again. Right from her birth to adulthood and even at old age, a woman faces 
different kinds of abuse and violence whether directly or indirectly at home or at office 
& schools, colleges or on the roads, trains, buses and not to forget, cyberspace. e rate 
of these crimes has not slowed down, in fact, it has only increased with time. As per the 
latest NCRB Report of 2021, crime against women increased by 15.5% from 2020. is 
is a signi�cant increase from last year. Jharkhand itself ranks �h amongst all states and 
union territories in the number of crimes committed against women. is is worrisome 
given the fact that Jharkhand ranks fourteenth in terms of population. erefore, the 
need was felt to organize a conference in this regard.

About e ConferenceAbout e ConferenceAbout e Conference
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 e conference on 'Crime against Women' was organized by Judicial Academy, 
thJharkhand on 10  September, 2022 to sensitize the judicial officers and police officers of 

the state of Jharkhand about the increasing rate of crime against women and what 
should be their approach towards the same. e Conference was attended by Hon'ble 
Judges of the Supreme Court, High Courts of Jharkhand, Calcutta and Gujarat, 
Advocate General, Commissioners and Secretaries from different departments of the 
State of Jharkhand, Senior advocates, 150 Judicial Officers, 50 Police Officers and other 
learned advocates. Hon'ble Mr. Justice M R Shah, Judge, Supreme Court of India was 
the chief guest of the conference. Hon'ble Mr. Justice Aniruddha Bose, Judge, Supreme 
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Court of India was the Guest of Honour. 
And, Hon'ble Mr. Justice Dr. Ravi Ranjan, 
Chief Justice of the High Court of 
Jharkhand, was the distinguished guest of 
the event. e conference was organized 
under the able guidance of Hon'ble Mr. 
Justice Shree Chandrashekhar, Judge, High 
Court of Jharkhand. 

 e conference started with welcome 
address by Hon'ble Mr. Justice Dr. Ravi 
Ranjan, Chief Justice of the High Court of 
Jharkhand, followed by addresses by 
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Aniruddha Bose and 
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.R. Shah, Judges of 
the Supreme Court of India and Vote of 
thanks by Hon'ble Mr. Justice Shree 
Chandrashekhar, Judge, High Court of 
Jharkhand. e conference comprised of 
four technical sessions upon topics of 
contemporary relevance. e �rst session 
of the conference was on 'Crime against 
women: Impact on victim and society'. is 
session was chaired by Hon'ble Mr. Justice 
M.R. Shah and the speaker for this session 

was Hon'ble Ms. Justice Sonia G. Gokani, Senior most Judge of Gujarat High Court. e 
second session was on, 'Changing perspective of offence against women: cyberbullying' 
which was chaired by Hon'ble Mr. Justice Aniruddha Bose and the speaker for this 
session was Hon'ble Ms. Justice Moushumi Bhattacharya, Judge, Calcutta High Court. 
e third technical session was on, 'Crime against women: Judicial Approach'. It was 
chaired by Hon'ble Ms. Justice (Retd.) Anjana Mishra, Member, Armed Forces 
Tribunal, New Delhi and the speaker for this session was Hon'ble Ms. Justice Anubha 
Rawat Choudhary, Judge, High Court of Jharkhand. e fourth and last session of the 
conference was on, 'Psychological/ Mental violence on women at home and workplace: its 
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societal impact'. is was the last session of the conference chaired by Ms. Mahua Maji, 
Hon'ble Member of Parliament from Jharkhand and the speaker for this session was 
Ms. Nidhi Banga, Advocate, Delhi High Court.

 It was an eye-opening conference where the speakers wonderfully highlighted 
various facets of crime against women. Crime against women has multiple shapes and 
dimensions and its nature is constantly changing. Whatever be the nature of crime 
against women, it is clear that these cases keep on happening because women are so 
targets. Women are afraid to speak up about these crimes due to various reasons like 
family honour and societal ostracization; choosing to remain silent. ere is therefore a 
huge under-reporting of these crimes till this date. is is because even though there 
are abundant laws for protection of women against crimes, our mindsets have not 
changed. As rightly said by Hon'ble Mr. Justice Anirudhha Bose in his address that 
"making laws is one thing but making them work is another thing. And, for making the 
laws work, we have to work hard". We need to make the society a place where women feel 
safe and empowered, where she is able to speak up for her rights and �ght against 
injustice. We are all stakeholders in this process to curb injustice against women and we       
must all pledge that justice is delivered to women and her dignity is protected at all 
costs. All of us need to change our approach, the judicial officers and police officers 
especially should be empathetic in their approach in dealing with victims of such 
crimes and as Hon'ble Ms. Justice Sonia G. Gokani said, we all have to be like King 
Jambavant was to Lord Hanuman, and make the victims realize their own potential, so 
that they are able to  recover from their trauma and �ght for themselves. 

Sudhanshu Kumar Shashi
Director 

Judicial Academy, Jharkhand



INAUGURAL SESSION





 Hon'ble e Chief Justice of High Court of Jharkhand, Dr. Ravi Ranjan, 
welcomed Chief Guest, Hon'ble Mr. Justice M. R. Shah, Judge, Supreme Court of India; 
Guest of Honour, Hon'ble Mr. Justice Aniruddha Bose, Judge, Supreme Court of India; 
Hon'ble Ms. Justice Sonia G. Gokani, Judge, Gujarat High Court, Hon'ble Ms. Justice 
Moushumi Bhattacharya, Judge, Calcutta High Court, Hon'ble Ms. Justice Anjana 
Mishra, Judicial Member, Armed Forces Tribunal, New Delhi and Ms. Mahua Maji, 
Hon'ble Member of Parliament, to the conference. His Lordship also extended his 
welcome to the judges of High Court of Jharkhand, Advocate General, senior officers, 
advocates, judicial officers and other esteemed guests. 
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 His Lordship began his address by mentioning that the topic of deliberation, 
crime against women, is a seminal and burning issue confronting our society which has 
acquired epidemic proportions, in recent times. His Lordship read out the de�nition of 
violence against women as given in the Declaration on Elimination of Violence against 
Women, United Nations and mentioned how gender inequality and suppression of 
women's rights are the results of the patriarchal structure of the society. His Lordship 
highlighted how we all live in a paradoxical society; where on one hand women are 
revered, worshipped, but at the same time mistreated and subjected to different forms 
of abuse and violence.  

 In his address, references to various texts, were made to show the importance of 
women and they are being reproduced below:

Manusmriti (Chapter 3, Verse 56)

^^;=k uk;ZLrq iwT;Urs jeUrs r=k nsork%A

;=kSrkLrq u iwT;Urs lokZLr=kkiQyk% fØ;k% AA56AA**

 "e worth of civilization is measured by the place it accords to women in society. 
One of the several factors that justify the greatness of India's ancient culture is the 
honourable place granted to the women"

Rashtrakavi Ramdhari Singh Dinkar's Urvashi :

^^ukjh gh og egklsrq] ftl ij vn`'; ls pydj

u, euqt] uo izk.k n`'; tx esa vkrs jgrs gSaA**

 His Lordship further placed emphasis on how status of women is an indicator of 
the progress of a family, society and the nation at large and violence against women is a 
great impediment in the progress of the nation.  His Lordship went on to quote the lines 
of Mahakavi Jaishankar Prasad's Kmayini ;

^^ukjh! rqe dsoy J¼k gks fo'okl&jtr&ux ixry esa]

ih;w"k&lzksr cgk djks thou ds laqnj lery esaA**
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to show how in an ideal society, a woman must be treated with equality and respect, the 
patriarchal structure and mindset of the society must be broken, laws should be 
implemented effectively and stringent actions should be taken against perpetrators      
of crime. His Lordship  emphasised that education and a change in attitude of both men 
and women, are required to deal with this ever increasing menace.

 His Lordship ended his address with the hope that the learned scholars, legal 
luminaries and other participants of the conference would deeply ponder over the 
issues confronting women in India and provide prudent answers.
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 Hon'ble Mr Justice Aniruddha Bose, Judge, Supreme Court of India, began his 
address by greeting all the dignitaries and reminiscing his days as  Chief  Justice of High 
Court of  Jharkhand. 

 In his address, His Lordship highlighted how crime against women is not to be 
dealt with in isolation but to be dealt as a crime against society. His Lordship 
emphasised on the deprivation and discrimination which has been raging against 
women worldwide, since centuries and how in crisis situations like war, women 
become the easy targets. His Lordship touched on the various contributing factors to 
the menace, which ranged from a protein de�cient diet, non-access to educational and 

Snippets from Address bySnippets from Address by
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Aniruddha BoseHon'ble Mr. Justice Aniruddha Bose

Snippets from Address by
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Aniruddha Bose

Judge, Supreme Court of India
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�nancial opportunities, deprivation from property rights, discrimination at 
workplaces, homes and the existence of patriarchy. 

 His Lordship speci�cally addressed the various participants of the conference, the 
members of the judiciary, members of law-enforcement agencies and practicing 
lawyers and called upon them to realise their roles in tackling this menace. His 
Lordship mentioned how legislature and the judiciary are trying to meet up with the 
ever-changing facets of crimes against women with examples of live-in relationships, 
and sexual harassment at workplaces. His Lordship further highlighted that though 
legislations have been made, a vast majority of these laws only cater to the privileged 
class of the gender and there is an emergent need to ensure that all women get the 
protection and security of laws. His Lordship specially emphasised that sharing of 
problems in implementation of legislation needs to be discussed not only for making 
laws, but for actually making the laws work. 

 While concluding his address, His Lordship urged all the participants to make 
good use of the technical sessions and discuss burning issues as well as lacunae and 
come up with solutions in this regard. His Lordship also requested all the chairs of the 
technical sessions to share any concrete suggestions that came up, for circulation to 
other Judicial Academies and other places, where it would help in dealing with this 
issue. 
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 Hon'ble Mr Justice Mukeshkumar Rasikbhai Shah, greeted the august gathering 
and congratulated the Chief Justice of High Court of Jharkhand, Judge In-Charge, 
Judicial Academy, Jharkhand and others for organising the conference on this sensitive 
issue. 
 In his  address, his lordship mentioned how the graph of crimes against women is 
galloping at a fast pace and instead of dealing with the same, the stakeholders are 
passing the buck from one authority to another. His Lordship highlighted how in 
Indian culture, women are worshipped in different forms like Shakti (power), Shraddha 
(respect), Chetna (consciousness) and Karuna (compassion), but the same is in stark 
contrast to societal environment and conditions that lead to institutionalised violence 
against women.  To place emphasis on this point, references were also made to the 
history, where even deities like Sita and Draupadi suffered. 
 His Lordship also expressed his anguish that how violence against women is a 

Excerpts from Address byExcerpts from Address by
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.R. ShahHon'ble Mr. Justice M.R. Shah

Excerpts from Address by
Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.R. Shah

Judge, Supreme Court of India
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recurring crime across the globe and even with rapid modernisation, legal 
advancements and policy reforms, such crimes exist and only continue to increase and 
are even leading to suicidal tendencies among young women. His Lordship pinpointed 
the  constant erosion of basic human values, tolerance and a spirit of live and let live, 
lack of education and economic independence of women as some of the major factors 
behind the increase. His Lordship emphasised on the need of awakening of the 
collective consciousness , change of the heart and attitude. 
 Moving further with his address, his Lordship enumerated the multitude of 
crimes against women, like domestic violence, dowry harassment, rape, molestation, 
eve teasing, female infanticide and feticide etc. His Lordship further emphasised that in 
order to do complete justice and ensure that women can live with dignity and honour, 
change in the socio-legal as well as the infrastructure of the justice delivery system is 
required. Freedom, independence, constitutional identity, individual choice and 
thought of a woman be it a wife or sister or daughter or mother cannot be allowed to be 
curtailed and de�nitely not by application of physical force as threat or mental cruelty. 
 His Lordship called for stricter implementation of the Pre Natal-Diagnostics  
Techniques Act 1994 and that the catchphrase, 'Beti Bachao Beti Padhao', should also 
include, 'Beti Badhao' i.e to welcome the girl child, in order to ensure the same. His 
Lordship highlighted how the ambit of Article 21 of the Constitution has been extended 
time and again by the Hon'ble Supreme Court to protect the self-esteem and dignity of 
women. 
 His Lordship once again emphasised on the need of the state machinery to work 
in a more organised and dedicated manner for safeguarding women rights. His 
Lordship outlined how Criminal Procedure Code and other laws have been amended, 
policies have been framed but the long-term measures that need to be taken are 
education, awareness and empowering women economically and educationally, in 
their �ght against violence, injustice and gender discrimination. 
 His Lordship then ended his address by mentioning the various topics of the 
technical sessions, especially cyber bullying and expressed his hope that the technical 
sessions would be helpful in �nding solution to protect women from crimes committed 
against them.
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 Hon'ble Mr Justice Shree Chandrashekhar, Judge In-charge, Judicial Academy, 
Jharkhand , on behalf of Judicial Academy, Jharkhand,  expressed his gratitude towards 
all the participants of the conference especially Hon'ble Ms Justice Sonia G. Gokani, 
Hon'ble Ms Justice Moushumi Bhattacharya, Hon'ble Ms Justice Anjana Mishra, Hon'ble 
Judges of High Court of Jharkhand, Madam Dimpi Shah, Madam Dr Sunita Roy, 
Advocate General, senior bureaucrats and police officials, and  Ms. Nidhi Banga for 
attending the conference. He profusely thanked Hon'ble Mr Justice M.R. Shah, Hon'ble 
Mr Justice Aniruddha Bose and Hon'ble Mr Justice Dr Ravi Ranjan, for initiating the 
dialogue and deliberation on crime against women. 

 In his vote of thanks, he highlighted how the eminent chief guest, guest of honour 
and the esteemed guests had done their part in combating crime against women and how 
it was a privilege for the Judicial Academy, Jharkhand to organise this conference with 
such eminent speakers. He expressed his thanks to the district administration and 
acknowledged the efforts put in by the officers at Academy, Registry and Judicial 
Magistrates, in organising and making the conference a success. 

 He ended his vote of thanks with the hope and message that everyone must 
solemnly resolve to create a world where there is no crime against women.

Vote of anks byVote of anks by
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Shree Chandrashekhar Hon'ble Mr. Justice Shree Chandrashekhar 

Vote of anks by
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Shree Chandrashekhar 

Judge, High Court of Jharkhand- cum-Judge In-Charge,Judge, High Court of Jharkhand- cum-Judge In-Charge,
Judicial Academy,  JharkhandJudicial Academy,  Jharkhand

Judge, High Court of Jharkhand- cum-Judge In-Charge,
Judicial Academy,  Jharkhand
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FIRST TECHNICAL SESSIONFIRST TECHNICAL SESSIONFIRST TECHNICAL SESSION
Topic :Crime Against Women: Impact on Victim and Society

Chair: Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.R. Shah, Judge, Supreme Court of India
Speaker :  Hon'ble Ms. Justice Sonia G Gokani, Judge, Gujarat High Court

 e �rst session of the conference was on the topic, 'Crime against women : 
Impact on Victim and Society'. e session was chaired by Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.R. 
Shah, Judge, Supreme Court of India while Hon'ble Ms. Justice Sonia G. Gokani was the 
speaker for this session. 

 e chair, Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.R. Shah introduced the session by stressing upon 
the signi�cance of women in our life and how women play one role or the other in 
everyone's life in different capacities. erefore, if a woman suffers, family suffers and 
so does the nation. e chair emphasised on the serious consequences of crime against 
women upon the victim and the society at large which is why we must all pledge to 
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protect women and treat every woman equally. He also pointed out at the difference in 
treatment meted out to daughters and daughters in law. He mentioned that harassment 
has severe impact upon the family and the society and hence, there is a need, to 
deliberate upon the impact of harassment, violence and other forms of crime against 
women and invited the speaker of the session, to share her thoughts.

 e speaker, Justice Sonia G. Gokani thanked Justice Shah for highlighting the 
issue and mentioned how crime against women is still rampant worldwide, instances of 
which can be found on a daily basis in the newspapers. She further highlighted the stark 
reality that, there are many cases that go un-reported because of issues like family 
honour, societal ostracization, etc. e speaker recalled a case where the entire family 
had moved out of their homes in Gujarat where people knew them, to their ancestral 
place in Uttar Pradesh where nobody knew them, because the daughter was raped by 
father's friend, instead of reporting the same. e speaker recalled another incident 
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where a woman was regularly beaten at her home, and the victim, a mother of three 
children, accepted the beatings as a matter of course, without having any knowledge of 
her rights. In both these incidents, she threw light on how,  along with the life of the 
victim, the entire family was disturbed. She urged the participants that such incidents 
should not be viewed as a routine matter but with sensitivity and empathy, as there are 
many who suffer in silence, in need of our support.

 Moving further with her speech, she mentioned how men and women need to be 
treated equally and  the same was practised during the Vedic Period. She referenced one  
of the verses from our scriptures, which  reads as follows;

vrqya r=k rÙkst% loZnso'kjhjte~A

,dLFka rnHkwUukjh O;kIryksd=k;a fRo"kkAA

 is verse from Dev mahtmyam 2.13 elucidates that a woman is made of many 
good qualities. "e incomparable radiance that was born from all gods and pervaded 
the 3 worlds, came to one place and took the form of a woman." e speaker stated that  
it  is a shame that the status of woman has degraded so much today that she is at the 
receiving end of different forms of violence right from when she is in the womb till her 
death. India still has a lopsided sex ratio due to prevalence of female feticide despite the 
enactment of e Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act, 1994 
which completely prohibits gender-determination of fetuses . 

 She then moved on to the issue of trafficking particularly of trafficking of young 
women for sexual purposes. She explained the psychological impact of being sold from 
one hand to another, rape and other such offences, which mentally breaks the girl and 
pushes a  woman  into abyss of depression and trauma. as she is robbed of her dignity, 
her most valuable possession. In most of the cases, the victims choose to remain silent 
being afraid of society and in order to avoid the gruelling experience of narrating the 
traumatic experience before the police, prosecutor and the court. Further  the speaker 
mentioned that there is no surety of delivery of justice in a society where victim-
blaming is not uncommon and cross-examinations can be distressing and sadly, in 
some cases, even the judges fail to empathize with the victim. It was in this light that 
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Hon'ble Supreme Court in Aparna Bhat and others v, State of M.P. 2021 SCC Online SC 
230, held that gender sensitization of judges and lawyers was necessary. e speaker 
further referenced various landmark judgments on the issues of appreciation of 
evidence, guidelines on dealing with rape cases, acid attack, victim compensation 
sexual harassment, and her presentation slides have been annexed herefor, for 
reference.

 In the concluding remarks, the speaker and the chair both recognised the fact that 
empathy with the victim is non negotiable as no one chooses to be a victim. ey should 
not be forced to pay the price for something which was not their fault and then suffer in 
silence. ey should be able to talk about injustice that they experienced and move on 
from their trauma and build a society where they have support and can realise their full 
potential.
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Female Foe�cide
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What is not Recognized?
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Phool Singh v. State of Madhya Pradesh
(2022) 2 SCC 74
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